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| Theſe letters however, though hibicienidy copious 15 
the purpoſe of recording ideas, or language the ſigns of 
ideas, are too complex in thei: farmation,. to enable. a 
perſon. in particular circumſtances, to regiſter a quick 
ſucceſſion of thoughts ; or to record from the mouth, of 
an orator : without the uſe of contractions, or oh Ar 
e of a * kungle 9 
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the ſame time that their partial and ſucceſſive reputations 
ſhew the imperfection of the ſeveral attempts. 


The failure of the * for conſtructing 2 
ſimple and more uſeful alphabet, in obtaining general 
uſe, will not appear ſtrange, when it is conſidered that 
the authors of them have arbitrarily ohtruded methods 
on the public, unfupported by philoſophic principles : 
trivial or no reaſons being given for the eſtabliſhment of 
their particular characters; nor why their rules are fre- 
quently violated as arbitrarily as they Ke. ointed : it 
is therefore no wonder that ſchemes founded in prejudice 
and 27 ſhould prove as mortal as their parents, in- 
Read of ſecuring a general and laſting reputation, 


In the Philoſophical Tranſactions, Ne. 487, appeared 
indeed an attempt toward conſtructing. an alphabet on 
rational principles, and of the moſt ſimple expreſſion : 
but though the propetet, Mr. Jeake, made a fair eſſay, 
yet he flopped far ſhort of practicability. Willing to 
confine his alphabet to uncompounded characters, he li- 
mited it to eight expreſſions; a confinement which would 
render it almoſt impoſſible to be tranſlated : for though 
a ſpecimen is exhibited in the Lord's Prayer, 2 his 
marks ſtanding each for two, three, or even for four let- 
ters ! it would be next to a miracle even for himſelf to 
find the Lord's Prayer in it, after ſome interval of time 
from the writing, with ſo vague a key; without the aſ- 
fiſtance of recollection. e | 


When the many defects of the ſhort-hands now uſed 
are confidered, it will ſurely be deemed a pardonable at- 
tempt to offer another: may it not be farther ſaid that 

it is » fhame even to fail in eſſays toward improve- 
ment | | 


6. In the comparative table of ſhort-hand alphabets, pre- 

fixed to this tract, the diſſimilarity ſo conſpicuous among 
them, will evidence that they were not conſtructed from 
* | | | common 
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common principles ; and that had the 


Mr. Gurney's alphabet exhibits ſo diſcordant an ap- 
pearance, (as indeed they do all) that it is no bad com- 
pliment to that gentleman, any more than to the reſt, to 
ſuppoſe his book to owe more of its ion to his ac- 
quired manual dexterity, than to the excellence of his 


In ſome alphabets the differences among particular let 
ters are marked by diſtinctions ener too nice for prac- 
tical obſervance. It is true they cannot be affirmed to 
be poſitively ſo, ſince the authors may in general be able 
to underſtand their own writing : yet where letters are 
of the ſame figure, differing only in comparative ſize, 
the preſervation of a clear preciſion rather in- 
compatible with the ſuppoſed ſpeed. Thus in Mr. An- 


net's alphabet; where @ # i y——=g .“, 


c . -i n, , are expreſſed by characters the 
ſame in form and poſition, differing only in ſize, or 
thickneſs of ſtroke ; there appears to want ſufficient ſecu- 
rity againſt ambiguity. n SN 


In the alphabet recommended by Meffieurs Swaine 
and Simms, beſide its compound diſcordant aſpect, 4 
and 5 have the ſame oblique line: the difference of the 
one being begun from the top, and the other from the 


bottom, neither is in reaſon, nor can always be in prac- 


tice, a proper charaQteriſtical diſtinction. Mr. Gurney 
and Mr. Angel, are ſubject to the ſame remark. 


Me. Lyle, though he introduces his characters with 
more reaſoning on the nature of language, is yet more 


liable to objection on account of the compoſition, mul- 
tiplication, and arbitrary application of them, than any 
other ſhort-hand writer. It is true his characters are 
chiefly curvilinear ; but a perſon who deſires to learn 
thort-hand from any motive beyond a mere inclination 
KW | 8 
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| | *:7 
eum it, will probably be deterred; froin the cloſe 
» Which the = of. their fanciful 


Sgnificatiou will demand. EE 3 


A hore Dd. to 05 * indemtieni of i its N 
tion, ought to be brief, diſtind, and eaſy to be ac — 


Its N ſhould therefore bs" AY _ ie 
ters 1 ſimple, 9 


To begin e in the ſearch of the ſhorteſt _ 
ble expreſſion, we muſt commence- with a point . from 
which all characters low r --. 19 el] 


The production of a point generates a line: the * 
fimple of which is a right line. | 


A line may be varied in poſition z and will flrike us 
with a different conception of it, eyery different poſition 
in which it can be placed. Theſe are practically four: 
horizontally, vertically, inclined to the right hand, 'or 


inclined t6 the left; by which means we may be faid to h 


gain four characters. See table l. claſs 1. 


Each of theſe lines may be bent-i into a curve, toward 
the one fide, or toward the other; and will therefore 
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With PPE to MY point, it is to be noted, that though 
it is the ſimpleſt poſſible expreſſion with the pen, yet as it is 
loſt im production, it will not join with any other character in 
the compoſition of. a word; fince it requires the pen to be taken 
from the paper ties in making it; once beftony and once af- 
ter : circumſtances which render. it longer i in making than its 

promiſes. It is therefore not thought adviſeable to 
adopt a poiar, as the ſubſtitute for any letter: yet may its uſe 
not be entiely rejected; ſince it may ſerve to denote the con- 
cluſion of a ſentence. For though the general uſe of pointing 


would be a great loſs of time in ſhort-writing, yet to mark the 


full 3 . be a an 
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fapply two curves. To inſtance in the horizontal and 


© 
d vertical lines R . 


| LA Theſe fupply us with the four curves forming the ſe- 
„ond daß in tablet, ** 


— The two inclined lines would alſo furniſh four in- 
clined curves, but the obliquity of a curve cannot be pre- 
105 ſerved ſo clearly in ſwift writing, as that of a right line: 
ü- theſe therefore are rejected to avoid ambiguity. 
m | ; " „ ” b 7 | 
F - Theſe are all the marks which can be termed ſimple : 


| whatever characters therefore we may need more than 
ſt theſe, muſt be obtained by compoſition. 


© The only regular compoſition will be that of a right 
r line and curve ; as theſe will form a character without 
an angle: we ſhall by this one compoſition ſufficiently 


1 ſupply our wants, as we are hereby furniſhed with four 

1 variations to each of the four poſitions of the right line; 

"= as is evident to inſpection. Table I. claſs 3. 

yu The connexion of theſe characters in the courſe. of 
writing, will introduce no confuſion in reading or tranſ- 


lating ; ſince, none of them being angular in their form, 
—＋ all angles will plainly denote the junction of letters. 


We are now poſſeſſed of twenty-four characters; and 
what remains to be done, is the proper application of 
them as ſubſtitutes for the common alphabet. 


In performing this taſk, two particulars are to be noted. 


I. That of the characters, ſome are more eaſy to ex- 
preſs than others: the right lines, than the curves; the 
curves, than the compound marks; and theſe, in their order. 


II. That in the common alphabet, ſome letters occur 
more frequently than others. TH 


7 


- 7 pore 1 | | 
I Thefurſt is evident at fight; a correſponding knows 
ledge of the latter, muſt be obtained by computation. | 


As the genius of lan diſfer, a different diſpoſi- 
tion of the characters will be requiſite for eyery lan- 
nage. The ſhort- hand alphabet claſſed properly for tbe 
liſh tongue, not being from this conſideration equal - 


ly expedient for German or Spaniſh. 


The only means to acquire a general idea of any tongue 
in this reſpect, will be A, ſelect forne paſſage in — good 
writer on a general ſubject, where ſcientite terms may 
not predominate, and then undergo the la of com+3 
puting the repetitions of each reſpective letter; to af- 
certain the comparative frequency of 3 For 4 
ſtance, in the Engliſh | e; the ſive paragrap 
in the fifth RAY + of 41 are ſelected, contain - 


This numeration being very tedious, may poſſibly, 
tough twice performed with peculiar care, have 
ſubject to ſome few errors in the execution; though 
none material enough to cauſe any miſtake in the ge- 
neral eſtimation. 8 
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It is to be obſerved that the letter z, hard, which is 

ſo ſeldom uſed as not to occur once in the foregoing 
calculation, may be totally diſregarded ; and the j, a let- 
ter ſeldom ufed, it occuring but once in this calculation, 
may be ſunk in the g - the rather, as by that means the 
alphabet is reduced to 24 letters, correſponding with the 
number of our characters. The character for may at 
pleaſure be ſtrengthened for z, in writing. by 
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us ndw arrange the letters in the progreflive order 
2000 numbers; and add their proper characters under 
them. When it will appear, that the characters of ſimpleſt 
are; as reafon dictates, applied to thoſe letters 
which are in moſt frequent uſe ; with an exception te- 
the vowels: theſe, from a confideration which 
will he mentioned anon, and which is at preſent judged 


ſuſſicient to ſet aſide any primary regard to their relative 
numbers, are placed laſt . See table II. a1 


- The foregoing arrangement di ng the ſyſtematic 
order of the characters and — the reaſon of | 
their aſſociation, we will now return the alphabet with 


it ſubſtjrures; 20 the cuſtomary order of the letters, to 


E for uſe. See table III. 


Such is the alphabet of characters, ſuch is in- Kuh en- 
tion for the alphabet of letters ; and the reader is enabled 
to judge of the propriety of its conſtruction and applica · 
tion: whoeyer. can add any real improvement to the 
ſcheme, will in the ſame proportion add to the fatisfac- 
dan af the grwſant writer. 


Although an expreſſion is here ſupplied for every let- 
ter, it is not to be underſtogd as neceſfary for every let- 
ter to be expreſſed in ſhort-writing : this would not only 
be inconvenient, but even unneceſſary. There are in 
every word ſome radical letters, eſſential toward its for- 
mation; and which are the leading letters in compoſing 
the ſound when ſpoken. Theſe generally are the conſo- 
nants; the yowels, excepting particular caſes, being li- 
quid ſounds of no farther uſe than as conducters of the 
voice from conſonant ro conſonant, to make a vocal 
connexion. In common therefore theſe are to be omit- 


1 * * _— — 


* [f the 1 preſerve their proper numerical places, this 
alphabet is truly a rational one, calculated for, and capable of, 
general uſe : much | a in poiut of uniformity and brevity 
to that now receive 

ted 


 euity requires any to be retained. 


f u 1 ; 
W ſh6rt-hand ; diſcretion will dictate ben reißt. 


* 
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Nene - cory 


The elements of omt-hand . — 


yet more comprehenſive and ſimple, from à few conſi- 


derations, which perſons whoſe occaſions for ſwift writ- 
ing may render them more peculiarly expert at it, and 


attentive to every improvement in —— will _ —_ 


account in attending to. a ; 
The vowels, as was before hinted being liquid ex- 


preſſions of the voice, not often of farther; uſe; than: to 


connect the pronunciation of ſeveral conſonants, may be 
ſtruck out of the alphabet z which reduction leſſens it by 


fix letters, a, e, i, o, u, y. V indeed is a kind of am- 


phibuous letter, ſometimes vowel, and ſometimes, though 
rarely, conſonant: ſo rarely, chat in the former calcu- 


lation, where it occurs but twenty times in near 1 770 


letters, it is not as a conſonant once. Its chief u 
a conſonant is in the perſonal pronoun you, and its pol. 
ſeflive your ; but for theſe words the letters v, and vr, Font, 
ſtand without any inconvenience” as no other 

word i is recollected in which gi the only 3 


The three letters c, 4, g, having the ſame 


n 
may all be repreſented by one mark. If it be urged that 


e has ſometimes. a ſoft ſound like 3, it may be replied, 
that in all its various poſitions, preceding or following 
the vowels, it is ſoftned but three times; ; which are 
when it precedes e, i, and y? and the exceptions of three 
times out of twelve, do not appear ſufficient to impede 


the eſtabliſhment of a general rule. -In ſuch __ 


if pronunciation be regarded rather than 

the letter 5 naturally ſupplies its place. The letter 
never appears without being followed by u; in which cir- 
PORE 4 is equally ſuffclent. 
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he ww 


1 23 J 

Ae v. and w are nearl alike in property 

Jeuble v in reality, one Spatder may 

if a diſtinction ſhould be thought needful, 2 little extra- 
Wea ih on th yon way rk, 


"The laſt reduction needful to make in the al 
will be is antankingse + a mark hardly to be 
a ſingle letter, but rather a character, expreflive of the 
compoſition- . No word in the Engliſh language be- 
Zins with it; .; and it „ eee the ſpeci- 
men of repetitions. . 'T he characters for i may be uſed 
wherever ſuch an articulation is to be recorded. 


be Alphabet thus retrenched, conſiſts fourteen eſ- 
ſential letters ; . 


$50 141 % „ „ 6 


Theſe letters will be expreſſed by the firſt ® fourteen of 
the charaHtrs in Table I, 


In order on due aſſortment of the characters to the 


tions; when to the repetitions of 4 will be added thoſe 
of c and g, whoſe places it is to ſupply ; the ſame of g 
and j, and the ſame of v and ww. 


. 
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The letters tranſpoſed Into the order of their repeti- 
2 and their 1 characters aſſigned them, _ 


in 


Ca A— ——_——— W 4 —_ 


111 — 6. BA. 


Since the ple ere faber » bin 66 ths 
that if in the contracted alphabet (Table IV.) the two inclined 


«fv ; 2 


letters, it will again be needful to attend'to their repeti- 
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pf ble, reducible to practice: the feweft in ttufttbbr, | 
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* "This {ct of chirihers appears te be the Thiphl 


eaſieſt in form, conſiſtent with general ut; for wilich 
however they may prove ſufficient; to 2 fitfull hand In 
conſtant practice. As ſuch, this is the ſhort-hand 

in 


have been hitherto ſeeking ; as olle methadical 
4 conſtruction, upon rational principles. ; 


When the letters are teturned to their uſual order, ih 
which their characters will be therefbre the eaffeſt Jeath: 
ed, they will ſtand as in Table V“. 1 

Not but that it is poſſible to refine fill Lone in point 
of comprehenſiveneſs. As for inſtance: by Weltin a 
ways in a book prepared by previous ruling with 1. le; 
pencil, we may expreſs fourteen letters by eight ſimple 
characters: conſidering the line we write on as a boun- 


ing the ſighifictttion of characters with 


- 


* 
* 


dary; and 
* See Table VI. where à character written above 


the line may ſtand for one letter, and below the line for 
another. This however is # proje& not adviſable to 
purſue, and is rather hinted to ſhew what may be done, 
than what will anſwer any profitable purpoſt to 
ſuch refinements being faber to many dlſadvantages. 


The elements of ſhort-hand being compriſed in four- 
teen characters, there is no extraordinary Kill requlred in 
joining them to expreſs words: the many inſtructions 
for this purpoſe given in books, being chiefly 1 57 
how to violate the principles and rules therein firſt 
down. Few examples are here given; the rather be- 
cauſe experience will ſoon teach to every petſon the moſt 
— — ge ——Eñ˖A z 
right lines were omitted. and the two other com- 
8282 taken in, in fry the ſett would be.zeo- 

red ſtill more neat, Cc and diſtin ; as, canſiftin 
wholly of horizontal ad Of are characters, there would he 
fewer obliquities in their Compoſition, 1 8 
EE) con- 
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FP 
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in 


833-74: 


ELL: 


8 
T 


tes 
. ſooner than tedious n- 
deavours to imprint on memory pr preferibed rules; and 


modes of practice. columns of 
words in Table VII. conſiſt of a promiſcuous collection, 
not purpoſely choſen to ſhew the methods to their beſt ad- 
vantage: for had this been done, theſe characters are 
ſuſceptible of many neat and happy forms of compoſi- 
| tion, which do not all occur in the table, and which 

will —— Neither is the reader troubled 
wich diſtinctions: he is ſuppoſed to 
have ſome previous knowledge —— elſe he can 
have ho occafion for ſhort-Hhand : an art in which ſpeed 
is the main odhect; to improve which, preciſion and ele- 
gende are frequently diſpenſed with. It may be obſerved 
in general, that whenever any obſcurity may happen in 
ſhort-hand, the'conhexion of the ſenſe will aſſiſt in clear- 
ing it; which indeed is no more than what we are fre- 
quently obliged'to truſt to, in reading common writing. 


Should any perſon imagine this alphabet imperfeR, in 
wanting an expreffion for the article 4, the point may 


3 n a period — 
ſpace. F FEY 


Number is already expreſſed in ſhort-hand, in a moft 
nappy manner: all the unirs under ten, have a different 


to denote them by, four or five of which are capable 


ſums Ny — 1 all therefore ne- 
l 


R is to uſe a point in- 
than to note r 


The cypher is of no farther uſe 
of annexed figures, for which 
putpoſe a 3 is * * eaſier made. | 


becauſe each perſon will in defiance of 
contract 


No Arefs is led ob the ſpecimens exhibited, as prac- 

will prove the | methods and dexterity of compoſition ; 
an ls Bow, in this table on reviſal. It 
muſt alſo be ed, that the plates in ſeveral inftances are 
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$ ' Arbitrary. marks, and what are called 184! 
racters, are foreign to the purpoſe of this wu" IT 
uſe of them is rather a ay Barr of fancy than a re 
1 improvement, yet are they ſometimes ingenious and clean 
= + As every one who undertakes to learn a ſhoxt-hand, | 
3 be ſuppoſed to have ſome particular occaſion for i it, which 
1 will be partial, that is ſimited to ſome one 
=” various ſciences, arts, and employments of 
1 whatever arbitrary or ſymbolical abbreviations ate con- 
= - trived, each perſon will ſuit his occaſions and fancy ing 
242 hint or two however may not be amiſs, to regulate 
* what are hardly proper to be encouraged. Divinity, 
Law, Politics, Phyſic, &c. have many 9 | 
. frequently occurring, which according as the preſent; 
1 need may hint, initial capitals in common writing hand 
2 may ſtand for. Nothing ſhould be accepted 23.2 ſym- | 
=. bol, that is not ſtrikingly figurative: A caution not im- 
perinent, when we examine the generality of figures of- 
fered under that name; and whatever is wrote ierogly-// 


— 4 


42 "phically, ought to be diſtinguiſhed from the e cha- | 
A rafters, either by ſize or ſtreſs of hand. | 
"a ? | ; * MW > 14.4 
"= . To conclude. % ; | * | 1 dS $5484 
= This is not publiſhed as 'a compleat. reatifh on the! 


3 art of Short- hand; it is only hoped, that the principles 
= Here laid down, and the characters thence deduced 
WE. and recommended, may be ſuch, that every perſon} 


may — to tl ng 7 = them the moſt, 
= — clear, regular, and con/yſtent with t n er 


. 
- 


= * Should any ſuch conſequences reſult from this public 


tion, the purpoſe of the — — wil de answered. * 2 
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